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TAGS: PINT, EL UK, PEPR 

SUBJECT: O'FIAICH STATEMENT ON LONG KESH 

REF; BELFAST 142 

1 . IRISH MEDIA AUGUST 2 HIGHLIGHTED STATEMENT BY 
ARCHBISHOP O'FIAICHCRITICIZING CONDITIONS IN 
LONG KESH, AND REPLY BY NORTHERN IRELAND OFFICE. 
DUBLIN MAJOR DAILIES ALL DEVOTED LEAD EDITORIALS 
TO SUBJECT. SKIRTING SUBSTANCE OF ISSUE, IRISH 
INDEPENDENT SAID MEN IN H BLOCK HAD BROUGHT 
SUFFERING ON THEMSELVES BUT A WAY SHOULD NONE- 
THELESS BE FOUND TO REMOVE THE SITUATION. IRISH 
PRESS HAD EQUALLY SHARP WORDS FOR PROVISIONALIRA 
LEADERSHIP AND BRITISH GOVERNMENT: PROVO LEADERSHIP 
IS SMUGLY SATISFIED WITHITS CAMPAIGN TO REACQUIRE 
POLITICAL STATUS FOR PRISONERS WHILE ITS MEN SUFFER 
AS A RESULT, BUT THE UKG HAS BEEN "DISGRACEFULLY 
REMISS" IN ALLOWING THE NORTHERN SITUATION TO DRIFT 
ON. THE MEN IN H BLOCK WILL CONTINUE TO SUFFER 
UNTIL A SERIOUS EFFORT IS MADE TO RESOLVE "THE WHOLE 
STINKING MESS - NOT JUST LONG KESH." IRISHTIMES 
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SAID THE STATE MUST INTERVENE TO PROTECT LIFE - 
EVEN WHEN HUMAN BEINGS ARE RECKLESS IN ABUSE OF 
OWN LIVES. "DOES THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAVE TO 
WORRY ABOUT GIVING A LITTLE STATUS TO A FEW MEN 
WHO WILL NOT BE SEEN OUT AND ABOUT FOR YEARS?" 

2. SEVERAL PAPERS NOTED THAT THE IRISH GOVERNMENT 
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HAS NOT YET COMMENTED ON THE MATTER. MFA OFFICIAL 
TOLD EMBOFF AUGUST 3 THAT GOI HAS CONSISTENTLY 
REFUSED TO GET INVOLVED IN ISSUE OF POLITICAL STATUS 
FOR PRISONERS IN NORTHERN IRELAND AND WILL NOT DO 
SO NOW. GOI IS SYMPATHETIC TO PLIGHT OF INDIVIDUALS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES BUT THE PRISONERS’ CONDITIONS 
ARE LARGELY SELF-INFLICTED. OFFICIAL SAID GOI ALSO 
AWARE THAT UKG RESOLVED TO MAKE ABSOLUTELY NO CON 
CESSIONS ON THIS ISSUE. THUS ANYONE SEEKING TO 
IMPROVE THE H BLOCK SITUATION SHOULD PRESS THE 
PROVISIONALS TO CALL OFF THE POLITICAL STATUS CAMPAIGN. 
(NOTE: THE GOI HAS NEVER ACKNOWLEDGED THE RIGHT 
OF CONVICTED PRISONERS HERE TO POLITICAL STATUS.) 

3. COMMENT: REACTION HERE TO O'FIAICH AND NIO 
STATEMENTS HAS BEEN BALANCED AND CAUTIOUS. REFLECTING 
KEEN INTEREST IN THE SUBIECT BUT ACUTE AWARENESS 
THAT THE SOUTH HAS ITS OWN PROBLEMS WITH IMPRISONED 
PARAMILITARIES. SHANNON 
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